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Performing Notes

quarter-tone sharp

three quarter-tones sharp

quarter-tone flat

three quarter-tones flat

always to the nearest semitone

vary the speed of the trill continuously between rapido and lento

continuous transition (from one state to another)

brief but perceptible pause

sul ponticello

sul tastiera

senza vibrato

vibrato normale

vibrato molto

premuto/pesante bowing: deformed tone produced by increased bow pressure. The ideal
sound should not be too vulgar, but should intensify the sound complex by increasing the
overtone partial components

Long phrase-marks (legato possibile) do not necessarily imply that a phrase should be taken in one bow.

Duration: 8 minutes

Del Cuarto Elemento, written in early 1988, was commissioned by Irvine Arditti (to whom it is dedicated) with
funds provided by the Greater London Arts Association. The first performance was given by the dedicatee at
the Almeida Festival, London, on 1 July, 1988.

The score is a facsimile reproduction of the composer’s manuscript
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